WORLD WETLAND DAY

02nd February 2013

-  WETLANDS

 TAKE CARE
| OF WATER

U.P. State Biodiversity Board,
Lucknow




A Report on Celebration of World Wetlands Day, 2013
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The World Wetland Day was celebrated on 2" February, 2013 by U.P. State
Biodiversity Board along with active participation from
Department of Zoology, University of Lucknow and Department
of Applied Animal Sciences, B.B. Ambedkar University. India is
a signatory to the Convention on Wetlands signed on 2nd
February 1971. So far 164 countries have signed the convention
and the total numbers of wetlands of International importance
identified so far are 2083. The objective of celebrating the
wetlands day was to undertake action aimed at raising public
awareness of wetland values and benefits in general.

The programme started with a flagging
off surveying teams by Pratibha Singh (IFS),
Deputy Conservator of Forests, U.P. State
Biodiversity Board Lucknow from the campus
of University of Lucknow.

The awareness teams visited the following areas
in and around Lucknow district:



Teams for field studies of Wetland Areas

Teekarhaar, Barabanki

G | Name of the Wetlands Visited Team Leaders & Affiliation
p Area Members
A | Nawabganj Near Amausi airport Dr. Amita University of Lucknow
Bird in front of Sainik Kanaujia
Sanctuary, School Sachin Chaudhary Harita Tech Service Ltd
Unnao Nawabganj Bird (TVS) Group
S anctuary, Unnao. Akhilesh Kumar University of Lucknow
Purain in Bi Chhiy a ShiYangi Mishra Un?versﬁty of Lucknow
block. Unnao Savita Pandey University of Lucknow
’ Sourabh Chakraverty NIIT Lucknow
(unconserved).
Dahi Pond in Bichhiya
block, Unnao
(unconserved).
Bhadosa Lake in
Bichhiya block,
Unnao (Unconserved).
Rain in Bichhiya
block, Unnao
(unconserved)
B | S.GP.G.L Pallavi Gupta Shahjahanpur, U.P.
Shail Tiwari Lucknow
C | Mohanlalgan; Unnamed in Telibagh- | Sonika Kushwaha | University of Lucknow
man made Riddhi Pandey University of Lucknow
Behind Deen Dayal Charu Kaushik University of Lucknow
Park-man made Nafees Alam Lucknow
Mohanlal Ganj-man
made
Parewa-Natural
Nardahi Gunhari-
Natural
D | Gomti Nagar Wetland Behind Vishwajeet Vishwakarma Maritime
Ambedkar Park, Kanaujia Institute, Pune.
Gomtinagar. Akshay Tripathi Vishwakarma Maritime
Katotha Jheel, Near Institute, Pune.
Amity International Amber Rastogi National P.G. College,
School, Gomtinagar. Lucknow
E | Bakshi Ka Behda pond, Nagar Adesh Kumar University of Lucknow
Talab chongwa Aditya Tiwari Horner School,
Chandnapur, Mahona Lucknow
Unai Village Dayanidhi Gupta Lucknow
_Hal darpur Satwik Singh Seth M.R. Jaipuria

School, Lucknow




Interaction with the villagers and school children during the visit

' Iﬁteraction with students
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Awareness programme in School



These areas were visited to compare the biodiversity of wetlands outside protected areas
with the biodiversity of wetlands inside protected areas (Nawabganj Bird Sanctuary"”. Interaction
of University Researchers and students of Ramkrishna Vidyavati Mahavidyalya, Sakran, Bichia
Block, Unnao and villagers also took place.

Followed by different field visits, a power point presentation was also held on 07-02-
2012 at U P State Biodiversity Board’s Conference Hall. Teams that visited the field shared their
experience. Certificates of participation were awarded to the participants by Pratibha Singh
(IFS), Deputy Conservator of Forests, U.P. State Biodiversity Board, Lucknow.

Distribution of certificate Group photo of the participants



A power point  presentation
competition on "Biodiversity in Wetlands
"was organized at Department of Applied
Animal Sciences, B.B. Ambedkar University.
About 150 participants from the Department
of Environmental Biology/ Applied Plant

Sciences/ Environmental Sciences/

Biotechnology/ Masks communication and Journalism/ Applied Physics/Applied Chemistry/

Human Development and Families Studies and MBA students took part in the competition.

A total of 256 students, research scholars and faculty members took part in the World
Wetland Day Celebration. Smt. Pratibha Singh (DCF, UPSBB) delivered a lecture on “Wetlands
and their importance in Biodiversity Conservation”. Further, she interacted with the

participants and created awareness on wetland biodiversity.

Dr. V. Elangovan (Coordinator, DAAS) talked about aquatic biodiversity and Dr. Ram
Jee Srivastava (Senior Scientists, UPSBB) judged the participants who have given powerpoint
presentation on “Wetlands in Biodiversity Conservation”. Prizes along with certificates were
distributed to the winners and participants. Mr. Amar Jyoti Das, Department of Environmental
Microbiology, Ms. Sneha Verma, Department of Applied Animal Sciences and Ms. Dilpreet
Kaur, Department of Applied Animal Sciences won the first, second and third prizes,
respectively. Mr. Smriti Mehrotra, Department of Environmental Sciences and Ms. Harshita

Pandey, Department of Applied Animal Sciences won the consolation prize.



Harshita Pandey, Consolation Prize



Press Clippings of WWD-2013:

Dainik Jagran 02-02-2013
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,Lly:know (PNS): Wildlife
Conservation Lab, Lucknow

i University’s Zoology depart-

ment and State Biodiversity
Board (Lucknow) will observe
“World Wetlands Day” on
Saturday.

' Amita Kanaujia from LU’s
Zoology department said that
a 25-member team would sur-
vey several wetlands in and

around Lucknow, estimate the

flora and fauna on data sheet;
capture photographs and pre-

pare a report for Biodiversity
Board besides making a pre-

sentation for further conser-

vation. “Nearly 2,000 pam-
 phlets highlighting the impor-

tance of wetlands will be dis-
tributed across the city to

spread awareness among peo- -

ple)” said Kanaujia. She said
there were several wetlands in
Uttar Pradesh like Nawabgan]

etlands Day to@y g

‘promote eco-tourism. Some of
‘these uncovered .wetlangfsare
- in Bakshi-Ka-Talab 1

{Unnao), Sandy ( (Hafloi),
Samaspur (Rae Barel?Fimd j
one in Kannauj. Thesé’et-
lands are protected and Allready
declared Ramsar sites, accord-
ing to Ramsar (Iran) conven-
tion in 1971 for conservation
of wetlands. “But still, there are
many wetlands lying in and
around lucknow which are
unconserved and back up bio-
logical diversity. These wet-
lands can be conserve dgand
developed into picnic sp'ots to

Itaunja, Katautha Jheel, whlch-
has already been destroyed by
anthropogenic activities, near
Mohanlalganj and in Unnao,”
she added. She said that wet-
re the place where the
‘of water was t the 1e$e]
of the fand :
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Conservation of wetlands
must to boost eco-tourism

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Thereisarichbi
sxtymmeweﬂmdsmundammﬂ
Lucknow. If preserved, it can boost

now University came to the above
conclusions after carrying out a
survey at eight different areas to
find out the possibilities of conserv- -
ing these wetlands, which will not
only be a boom for the tourism, but

WORLD WETLANDS DAY

will also protect the flora and fauna
available there. Wetlands are low-
land areas, such as a marsh or
smmpr.hatlsutmmd withmms-

Wetlands in UP declared
conserved (Ramsar sites)

Ao
» Sandy in Hardoi
»Samaspur inRae Bareli
rGheoiln Kmnlul

places, Deen Dayll dhyay Park
(near Sainik School, Samjl.nina- s
gar), Mohanlalgan] and areas such

rs were also seen,” said a stu-
Besides, presence of snails

like apple snail, amphibians like
skipper frog, turtle, dragonfly, and
earthworm werealsoseen.

According to Kanaujia, variety
of birds was found in these wet-
lands. From Lapwing to Whistling
Duck to Little Cormorant and Pea-
cock, there were many species of
birds. Among other variety in-
cludes Grey Leg Goose, Purple
Moorhen, Common Pochard, Indi-
anPondHeron, Purple Heron, Little
Grebe Asian Openbill, Painted
Storksand others.

“Afterthes: \
our report to the state government
whocan tal initiative in con-

as Parva (Bar i),
Ganhari .Iheel (Barabmkl). BK'I‘

ra), Nagnr Choukwa 'l‘ilm'har Un

the natursl habitat of wildlim
Carried mnbythestudemsn'um

tom.tm Jheel, Nawabganj Bird
Sanctuary(mnserveﬁ)?umm])a—

tment of zoology and b
ny in collaboration with the UP
State Diversity Board, a team of 25
members under Amita Kanaujia
from LU’s department of zoolugy

visited unprotected wetlands in
places like Telibagh (and its sur-
rounding areas), PGI and nearby

inUnnao.

On their visit, students studied
the biodiversity and found a large
number of flora and fauna existing
there, “Water lilies, lotus, algae, wa-
ter clove are present there in large
amount. Besides, fishes such as ro-
hu, grass cutter, girai, channa and

serving these wetlands, which can
bedeveloped into tourist sites,” said
Kanaujia. The team also concluded
that various anthropogenic activ-
ities such as cattle grazing, use of
pesticide, dumping garbage must
beprohibited in these wetlands.

" Students a.lsn distributed pam-

ingthaimportanceof wetlands and
spreading awareness to protect

- them. The event was flagged off by

deputy conservator forest Pratibha
Singh from LU.
s
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